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lroad seen above would soon become the Virginian. Apparently, 


the houses that faced Institute Street (now Finney Avenue) were considered part of Chicken Hill early on. Arrows show the bounda- 
ries of Chicken Hill. The house marked with a star was later moved to Hill Street when new Finney Avenue came through. 


ABOUT CHICKEN HILL 


Nobody seems to know the origin of the name but there is general agreement about the boundaries of Chicken Hill—Hill 
Street to Holladay Street and from the Pinner Street bridge to today’s Finney Avenue (the latter being a newer street that took in 
Institute Street and Mill Street). Many of the houses currently there were constructed prior to 1907. 


SNHS member Holmes Small was born in the Chicken Hill neighborhood at 250 Pinner Street on August 2, 1918. His 
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Sybell and Robert Small at home at 
250 Pinner St. 





Pmy,| parents were Robert Letcher Small (1890-1972) and Sybell Byrd Small (1890-1971). His 


older brother Landes had been born at home as well. There were, by then, two hospitals in 
town but home births were still the custom and doctors like Dr. Claudius Riddick in the next 
block of Pinner Street still made house calls, most still traveling by horse and buggy. 


Robert Small was a telegraph operator at the Atlantic Coastline Railroad station on 


East Washington Street. Later the family would own a 
Model T but when Holmes was a little boy his father, 
like many others, rode a bicycle to work. Mrs. Small 
was, like most mothers of the day, a homemaker (or to 
use today’s parlance “a stay at home mom’’) and keeping 
house was plenty hard work. 


The family generally walked where they needed 
to go—to church at First Baptist, to buy groceries at Mr. 
Allmond’s in the neighborhood or at Gardner’s Store on 
Main Street. 


During World War I the elder Small was issued 
a rifle as a member of the Home Guard. He was also 
called on to do shiftwork at the railroad station because it 
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This is what the Baptist Church 
looked like 1912-1950s. 


was crucial that the telegraphs be manned at all times. 


When the Armistice was declared on November 11, 1918, a number of 
neighborhood mothers put their young children (Holmes was an infant and too 
young) in wheelbarrows and pushed them around the neighborhood (perhaps 
banging pots and pans as reported from another area), creating an impromptu 
celebratory parade. 


Children in those days were often left to their own devices during the 
day but when Holmes was a little boy he would frequently go to the station to 
spend the day with his father. 


There was plenty of activity to observe in that busy East Washington 
Street area with freight trains and passenger trains and jitneys coming and go- 
ing. That whole factory district was alive and flourishing in what might have 
been the Golden Age for the World’s Largest Peanut Market. 





Atlantic Coastline Railroad Station on East Wash- 
ington Street (demolished) 


There was no television and radios were still not commonplace but the 
Chicken Hill children, especially Holmes and his buddy Aubrey Rubenstein, played cowboys and Indians and fought World War I. 


He and I used to play on the railings of their back porch. We played cowboys and Indians—one would be 
the Indian sometimes and the cowboy the other—we would imagine shooting and falling off our horses. We even 
played flying—we would fly imaginary airplanes in WWI, and one would be a German and one would be an 
American or an Englishman....” 


The window these children had on the larger world— 
cowboys and Indians especially—was the Cavalier Theater on 
Main Street where every Saturday afternoon children could pay 
15¢ to see a newsreel and a western—over and over again until 
suppertime. 


Mr. Allmond’s Grocery, built 1910, was on the corner of 
Central Avenue and Pinner Street where it still stands. The All- 
monds lived upstairs over the store at first, later building a house 
on the lot beside the store. Neighborhood children would some- 
times congregate in front of the store. If they became too rowdy, 
Mr. Allmond would go upstairs, lean out the window and throw 
water on them. 





Students on the east side of Main Street attended George 
Mason School. It was still relatively new when Holmes started to 
school in 1924. There were only three grades but another grade 
was added each year until there were six. After that students 
would attend Suffolk High School. 


Pupils walked to school and walked home for lunch. The City school system never had buses and 
there was no cafeteria until one was built near Jefferson and the High School mid 20" century. 


George Mason School on Holladay Street (destroyed by fire 
mid 20th century) 


A highlight of the school week was a visit by the City music teacher Miss Yancey Brooking (later 
Mrs. William Birdsong). The students gathered in the hall and on the stairway (only Suffolk High had an 
auditorium) and Miss Brooking would lead them in a “sing” accompanied by the piano that was in the hall. 


Once a year in the summer the 
Fire Department had “a big blowout” at 
Joyner Park near the Norfolk and Western 
Station. They would give demonstrations 
with hoses, nets and ladders. The event == 
included a performance by the Fire Depart- Miss Brooking 
ment band, with Jim Tyler and his son 
“Doc” who were neighbors of the Smalls. Lemonade and other 
delights were offered. 
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Holmes’s written recollection (available to readers upon 
request) names many families but here are a few to give a glimpse 
of Chicken Hill: 


Mr. Bright on Newport Street grew flowers and carried 
pees Se es 2 them in a pushcart to the City Market to sell. The Johnsons on 
Fire Station with new motorized trucks c 1914 (demolished) Hill Street had a beautiful daughter, Lottie Mae. The Fords on 





SE a : 
See el Ake. ea ele e ews = fmt ee ro ~ ek etn ae 


2 


Central Avenue had a son Vernon, called Hump, who went to Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute and became “a big football player and a 
star” there. Mr. Chilton ran a radiator repair shop. Miss Bett Odom 
on Eugenia Street had a pomegranate tree and shared ripe fruit with 
children who made themselves obvious in pomegranate season. 
Charlie Smith was a soda jerk at Ruden’s (later called Russell’s) 
drugstore. Holmes’s Aunt Emma and her husband Alfred Guthrie, a 
plumber, lived on Central Avenue with their 9 children. 


The Pinner Street bridge was one of the boundaries of 
Chicken Hill. It crossed three railroads. Two, the Seaboard and the 
Virginian, went on to cross Main Street and the third, the Suffolk 
and Carolina, headed to the Nansemond River. 


Hobos often jumped off the trains and came into this 
neighborhood looking for handouts. Sybell Small was one of the 
kind women who would give them a meal and some change if she 
could spare it. 





Pinner Street Bridge, shown c 1915, was replaced during 
the Depression and again in the 1980s. From Suffolk, A Picto- 
rial History, by Hobbs and Paquette, used with permission. 


Another little bridge 
crossed the Suffolk and Carolina Railroad at the end of Newport Street, taking traffic to the 
Benthall Machine Works and its foundry. (See this area on the model at the Train Station.) 
Back on the west side of the bridge was the Sunnybrook Bottling Company. Also on New- 
port Street was the Bell Hosiery Mill which became West Overall Factory (and in the 1960s 
was the first building for Nansemond Suffolk Academy). Producers Peanuts made peanut 
butter in a facility on Central Avenue. 


This was a community of working class families who owned or rented relatively 
modest homes. These homes sat cheek-by-jowl with the railroads and an industrial area on 
the one hand and a neighborhood of very substantial houses on the other. This quirky mix 
is part of what made Suffolk interesting. 


This is based on memories recorded by Holmes Small and transcribed by Mardane 
McLemore. Interviews with Mr. Small were also used. 
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Holmes and older brother Landes 
Small at home on Pinner Street about 
1923. Grandmother watches from the 
porch. 


Robinson Arnold (1825-1911) 


Late in his life Robinson Arnold lived 
on Chicken Hill. He was the son of cabinet- 
maker Edward Arnold in whose Mahan Street 
shop the Great Fire of 1837 started. Robinson 
recorded myths, legends and his own adventures 





Suffolk Police Department c. 1934, left to right: Sidney Hayes, unknown, 


in the Dismal Swamp in Uncle Alek and His 
Mule, published in 1888. This charming little 


publication gives an interesting look, not only at 
the Swamp, but also at Suffolk and Nansemond 
County in the second half of the 19th Century. 


Arnold was a Confederate veteran who 
served in the 59th Militia, 3rd Co. He became 
partially blind while a P.O.W. at Pt. Lookout, 
Maryland. The book was, he said, an attempt to 
place himself “beyond penury.” 





L.B. Butler, W.T. Pond, Eugene Walls (on motorcycle), Tom Spiers, Chief 
H.W. “Monk” Churn, T.L. Simon, Aubrey Morgan, Joseph Pratt, John 


Daughtrey and Henry Murphy. 


Paquette, used with permission. 


Officer Joseph S. Pratt (1885-1935), who lived at 309 Pinner Street 
near the bridge, holds the sad distinction of having been the first police offi- 
cer killed in the line of duty in Suffolk. 


His son, Harrell Pratt (1914-1976), married Angelina Kehayas who 
would become one of the early presidents of Suffolk-Nansemond Historical 
Society. 


From Suffolk, A Pictorial History, by Hobbs and 


A Gift to our Members — 1751 Map of the Upper Parish 
This map and the related information, next page, were given to the Society by member Dr. Ben 


Norfleet in 2011. 


Holland historian and Society friend Mr. Bobby Jones drew the map. A larger color 


copy of the map may be viewed at the Society headquarters. 
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Upper Parish, 1751 — Putting Names in Place 


Numbers beside names indicate pre- 


cinct. 


ALMOND, Aaron 1 
ARMSTEAD, Grace 1 
ASHBORN, Elisha 6 
BAKER, William vestryman 
BAKER, Edward 22 
BAKER, Joseph 21 
BERKLEY, John 5 
BREWER, John 26 
BUTLER, Henry 7 
BUTLER, John 7 
CAIRNES, Alexander 1 
CAMBLE, John 
CARY, James 
COLE, John 
CONAWAY, John 

buried by Elizabeth Cotter 
COTTER, Elizabeth paid 
COUPLAND, Francis 23 & 25 
COUPLAND, William, Jr. 
CROSS, John 18 
DARDEN, Robert 15 
DAUGHTREE, Henry 12 
DAUGHTREE, John 17 
DOUGHTIE, Mary 1 
DUKE, Francis 21 
EDMONSON, Thomas 

for keeping Widdow Green 
EDWARDS, Thomas 15 
GIBLIN, John 1 
GODWIN, Joseph 2 
GOURLEY, Arthur 1 
GREEN, widdow 1 
GUIN, John 6 
HARE, John 9 
HARRELL, Moses 20 
HARRIS, William, Jr 8 
HARRISON, William 1 
HART, John 16 
HAUT, John 1 
HOLLAND, Henry 14 
HOLLAND, James, Jr. 14 
HOLLAND, John 16 
HOLLAND, Joseph, Jr 14 
HOWELL, Edward 12 
HUNTERS, CAP. | 
JENKINS, Jake 1 
JOHNS, Sarah 1 


JONES, Henry 13 

JONES, Mathias 1 

JONES, Thomas 1 

JONES, Thomas, Jr 13 
LANGSTON, Isaac 10 
LANGSTON, Jacob 10 
LASITOR, Abraham 24 
LASITOR, Arron 27 
LASITOR, Edward 1 
LAWRENCE, John 11 
LAWRENCE, Robert 4 
LEATCE..John 1 

MASON, Peter 2 

MEADE, David vestryman 1 
MOORE, William warden 1 
NELMS, David 


for keeping Grace Annstead | 
NORFLEET, Christopher vestryman | 


NORFLEET, Thomas 3 
NORTHCOTT, John 26 
OSHEAL, Elizabeth 

for keeping poor man 1 
PALMER, John 
PERRY, Joseph 23 
PIERCE, William 22 
PINNER, Thomas 4 
POORTER, John 8 
PRICE, Jacob 23 
PUGH, Daniel 25 
PULVER, John 18 
PURVIS, John 1 
RABY, James 20 
RAWLES, John 1 
RAWLINS, Moses 27 
RAWLS, Ruth 1 
RAWLS, William 9 
RIDDICK, Abraham 11 
RIDDICK, Jesse 19 
RIDDICK, John 1 
RIDDICK, Josiah vestryman 
RIDDICK, Moses 25 
RIDDICK, Ruth 1 
ROBERTS, James 28 
RODGERS, John 28 
SCOTT, John 1 
SKECKLETOM 1 
SPIVY, George 24 
SPIVY, Moses 19 
SUMNER, Jethro vestryman 1 
TAYLOR, Robert 1 
TIBBS, John 1 


WALTERS, William 1 

WEBB, William Rev, minister 1 
WEBB, Richard 3 
WHEATFIELD, John 17 
WHITNEY, Joseph 1 
WILLIAMSTEAD, Thomas 1 
WINBOURN, John vestryman 1 
WINBOURN, James 8 
WRIGHT, Henry, Jr 5 

YEATS, Robert 1 


Source of names 

THE 

VESTRY BOOK 

OF THE 

UPPER PARISH 

NANSEMOND COUNTY VIRGINIA 
1743 - 1793 


The year was seventeen-fifty-one, well 
before the Revolutionary War, and 
land of the Parishes was divided into 
Precincts. Vestrymen governed at the 
Parish level, met periodically and re- 
quired processioning of assigned prop- 
erties. Government of these colonies 
was beholding to the Church of Eng- 
land. 


by Bobby Jones and Ben E. Norfleet 





Dr. Ben Norfleet donned this costume 
in October 2007 for the Norfleet fam- 
ily heritage tour. He appeared as 
their ancestor Christopher Norfleet of 
Nansemond County 


Scenes from Touch a Truck, Train & More 
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Save the date for this year’s 
event: October 5, 2013. 


Hard Hat Sponsor: TowneBank 


Truck & Water Bottle Sponsors: Chip’s Repair & Towing Service; Duke Automotive; GTL Transport 
Co.; Nansemond-Suffolk Academy; Roger Fowler’s Sales and Service, Inc.; Ryan Construction 
Company Inc. 


Additional Sponsors: Blair Bros., Inc.; Chick-fil-A; City of Suffolk; ECOV/NPCC; Farmers Service Company, 
Inc.; Griffin Oil & Propane; MCV Construction Corporation; Riddick Building Corporation; Spivey 
Rentals & Safety, Inc.; Western Tidewater Free Clinic 


Participating businesses: Griffin Oil Company, Suffolk Iron Works, Dominion Power, City of Suffolk, Ryan Construction, GTL 
Transport Co., Sonic Tools, Inc., Roger Fowler’s Sales & Service Medical Transport, Nansemond Suffolk-Academy, Duke Automo- 
tive Blair Brothers, Chip’s Repair & Towing, Landon Florian, Main Street Golf Carts, Seven Cities, Farmers Service, Suffolk Rods 
and Muscle Cars, and Gene Arthur & Jimmy Weaver. 


Candlelight Tour 2012 — Tablescapes 


Thanks to the participating businesses: 18th Century Merchant; Cordially Invited; Jester’s and Stage One; 
Mansion House Art and Antiques; Nansemond Antiques; Ragged Robin Gifts; Vaughan’s Jewelry and Fine 
Gifts; and Way Back Yonder Antiques. Thanks to the homeowners: Mr. & Mrs. William Duggan; Mr. & 
Mrs. Thomas Woodward, Jr.; Prentis Asset Advisory Group. 


People’s Choice 
Award winner —18th 
Century Merchant. 


Winning table at the 
Duggan house shown 











Upcoming SNHS Events 


Annual Members Dinner Meeting 

6 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

Chicken and drinks provided; bring a side dish 
or dessert. 


Civil War Bus Tours by Kermit Hobbs 

10 am -12 noon and 1-4 pm. Depart from 
Train Station. Members $12 and $15: 
nonmembers $13 and $17 

By reservation only; prepayment required. 


Cedar Hill Cemetery Civil War Tours 


March 11 


April 6 


April 6 


Reserve your spot for any of the above: call 757-539-2781. 


Other Local Events 


Riddick’s Folly — 934-0822 for information and reservations 
March 23 Hidden Treasures antiques appraisal 
National Guard Armory 
March 30 American Girl Program (various times) 
April13 “A Reception for Mrs. Washington” 1:30 
$15, reservations required 


United Daughters of the Confederacy 
March 23 A Southern Tea 11:00 
Bethlehem Christian Church 
Reservations, call Nancy Parker 484-0084 


Historic Garden Week—Smithfield 
April 20,10 - 5 Historic homes & gardens on South Church & 
Main Sts. Presented by The Elizabeth River Garden Club and 
The Nansemond River Garden Club. Tickets $35. 





SALE — 40% Off! 


Robert Burnell Prints at new lower price of $30 each. 


Collect all six scenes: 
Main Street 1920s 
Peanut Harvest 
Somerton Friends Meeting 


Dismal Swamp 

Holland Freight Station 
Eclipse Waterfront 

| , oe | 

- Sold at Bradshaw’s Picture Frame Shop, Riddick’s Folly Gift 


3 
| 
| 
| 
| 
3 Shop, Shooting Star Gallery, and the Train Station. 


| Proceeds benefit Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society and Suf- 


| folk Rotary Club. 
1 See the originals in the lobby of the Suffolk Court House. 




















From an unnamed local paper, 1922: 


COLONIAL TEA AT CYPRESS CHAPEL 

Suffolk, Feb. 24 — The Colonial tea 
given last night at the Cypress teacherage 
proved an excellent entertainment. It was 
given by the Patrons’ League. The entire 
lower floor of the teacherage was decorated in 
American flags and the national colors. The 
diningroom was especially attractive, a cherry 
tree forming the centerpiece of the dining table. | 
Chicken salad, sandwiches, olives, pickles and 
coffee were served by the domestic science 
girls of the Cypress School, who wore their 
regulation aprons and red, white and blue caps. 
The favors were tiny red hatchets. 

The guests were welcomed by Mr. G. 
B. Harrell as George Washington, and Miss 
Susie Rabey as Martha Washington, and then 
introduced to a number of distinguished people 
of Washington’s time, who stood in the receiv- 
ing line. Miss Tapelle Pruden was awarded a 
prize for being the prettiest Colonial lady, and 
Ernest Benton won the prize for being the best 
looking Colonial man. After the awarding of 









the prizes, the following program was ren- 
dered: 








Piano Solo—*A Colonial Medley” 


Miss Mary Cephas Pruden. 


Duet—Negro Melodies—Robert and 
Jack Babb. 

Violin Solo—Minuet—Miss Tapelle 
Pruden. 

Quartet—“When You and I Were 
Young, Maggie’”—DMiss Wortley Roberts, Miss 
Mary Harrell, Miss Iva Rawles, Mr. W. L. 
Roberts. 





Piano Solo—Mr. Roberts. 

Violin Solo—‘O Thou _ Sublime, 

Sweet Evening Star”--Miss Tapelle Pruden. 
Quartet—“In the Gloaming’—Miss 

Roberts, Miss Harrell, Miss Rawles, Mr. Rob- 

erts. 





Solo—‘The Lass With the Delicate. 
Air’—Miss Mary Harrell (dressed as Jenny 
Lind). 





There were about 150 guests, among 
them being Miss Rachel E. Gregg, from the 
State Department of Education. The entertain- 
ment was given under the auspices of the Pa- 
trons’ League, and there will be no further 
meeting of the league until March. This meet- 
ing will be held in the school auditorium as 
usual and Congressman J. T. Deal has already 
been secured to speak. 





Cypress Chapel 
Teacherage 


Thanks to our 2013 corporate members: 


Nansemond Circle ($1,000+) 





FARMERS BANK 


Community Banking Perfected 
Suffolk Circle ($500+) 







sre Williams 615 E. Pinner Street 
sodina. PO. Box 3285 
Suffolk, VA 23439 


Phone (757) 925,0747 
Fax (757) 925.4943 


“We don't mind working in the heat 
anc our prices just can't be beat” 


—® OBIC!I 
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The Phillips-Dawson House 
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A Home for Local History 
Phone: 757-539-2781 — snhs@verizon.net 
www.suffolkhistory.org 

Julie Johnson, Administrative Director 
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Suffolk’s Most Recognizable Landmark 
Phone: 757-923-4750 

Email: kirsty@suffolktrainstation.org 

Kirsty Reyes, Train Station Coordinator 








y x 


IN MEMORIUM 


Angelina Kehayas Pratt Ellis 
1917-2012 


Former President of 
Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
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Gifts and Memorials 
through February 26, 2013 


To Phillips-Dawson House: 
Birdsong Trust 
Barrett J. Wilson 
Dick & Sylvia Pond 


To SNHS: 
Oakland O.W.L.S. 


In Memory of 
Jane Gatling 
Tom & Sue Woodward 
George Gatling 
Angelina Pratt 
Tom & Sue Woodward 
Jack Webb 


Tom & Sue Woodward 


Volunteer Mary Anne Barnes shows the model to young guests. 


From the Train Station: 


May 11 Arts & Crafts Show — in conjunction with the 
annual downtown car show. More information to follow. 


Don’t forget to book your children’s birthday parties with 
us. 





The Fire Department and the big Suffolk Fire Department Band, with one Dalmatian, in front of the still new Post 
Office on Main Street c. 1915. The band performed at Joyner Park. The building, now a law office, no longer has 
the beautiful revolving door and air conditioning has rendered awnings unnecessary. 
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On Chicken Hill 


